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Mr. Skala practices primarily in the areas of taxation, estate planning and commercial law. His
experience has included estate planning, business and corporate law and commercial real estate law. He
has completed numerous commercial real estate transactions and is experienced with estate planning and
corporate structuring to minimize tax consequences for high net worth individuals. Previously, Mr.
Skala was responsible for auditing and recreating corporate accounting records in preparation for yearend tax returns and IRS audits as well as drafting forensic accounting reports.
Mr. Skala earned a Bachelor of Science degree in finance from Marquette University before attending
Chicago-Kent School of Law where he earned his Juris Doctor and Business Law Certification. While in
law school, he was a student attorney at the school’s tax clinic where he assisted corporations and
individuals in tax planning and minimizing tax liabilities. He also received CALI award honors for the
highest grade in Federal Estate and Gift Tax as well as Criminal Law. Mr. Skala served in a leadership
role as the president of the Student Humanitarian Network where he led volunteer groups to provide
legal assistance in the office of public aid.
Mr. Skala is licensed to practice law in Illinois and is a member of the Illinois Bar Association.

HANDLER THAYER, LLP
Handler Thayer, LLP is one of the premier private client law firms in the United States. Its national and
international practice, based out of Chicago, Illinois and Washington, D.C., utilizes interdisciplinary
teams of advanced planning attorneys. The firm has been recognized by U.S. News & World Report on
its lists of Best Lawyers and Best Law Firms in America and in 2012 was named the Best Overall Law
Firm in the U.S. serving ultra-high net worth families, privately-held businesses and family offices by
Private Asset Management Magazine. In 2012 the firm was also recognized by Family Office Review as
the Best Private Client Law Firm in North America. Handler Thayer is dedicated to providing
distinctive, technologically-current and responsive legal services to affluent families, privately held
businesses and family offices. Its practice is concentrated in Corporate, Real Estate & Securities Law,
Sports & Entertainment Law, Federal, State & International Taxation, Trusts & Estates and Financial &
Estate Planning. Firm clientele include foundations, multinational corporations, professional athletes,
prominent entrepreneurs, celebrities and family offices.
www.handlerthayer.com

